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would get what he created; no one would have an advantage
as a mere landholder. Even though the landowner might be an
Englishman living in England, the value of the land of Ireland
would accrue to die Irish people as a whole.
D. Appleton and Co., George's publisher, brought out the
little book early in March. "First edition exhausted the first day
and not enough to fill orders that have already come in,"
George wrote Taylor. Shortly afterwards editions were pub-
lished in London, Manchester and Glasgow. The Irish Land
Question enjoyed splendid reviews. One in the New York Times
—a column and a half of small type—began, "One rises from
a reading of this weighty pamphlet with a conviction of the
justice of the theory advocated and with admiration for the
clearness with which it is stated by Mr. Henry George. He had
the advantage of having got rid in Progress and Poverty—&
masterly book on the reasons for the spread of pauperism in
the modern social fabric—of most of the prejudices which beset
writers on similar topics."2
In the meantime George's family had joined him in New
York. They were boarding at Fort Washington, at the northern
end of Manhattan Island. Living there afforded a quiet place
for work and yet gave easy access to the center of the city.
His financial burden was lightening; a demand had sprung up
for his lectures and for magazine and encyclopedia articles.
He earned $130 when he spoke in Chickering Hall at a meeting
in charge of the Reverend R. Heber Newton, his classmate of
the Philadelphia day school and Sunday school period who
was now rector of All Souls Episcopal Church in New York.
A Brooklyn lecture, arranged by Andrew McLean of the Brook-
lyn Eagle, netted $200. On this occasion the corporation lawyer,
Thomas G. Shearman, friend and attorney of Henry Ward
Beecher, was present. It was the beginning of a fruitful and
inspirational friendship which gradually developed into Shear-
man's ardent promotion of George's theories.
Through the introduction of Poultney Bigelow,3 George
became a member of the New York Free Trade Club. Bigelow
was a convert to Progress and Poverty and had translated from
the French, for the American economist, excerpts from the
writings of the Physiocrats. Soon after joining the club, of
which Theodore Roosevelt was at that time a member, George
attended one of their dinners. The experience disillusioned
him; the tone of the affair was, he felt, timid and reactionary.

